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Welcome 
 
On behalf of Echad Awakening and the 
LSU Office of Equity, Diversity, and 
Community Outreach, may we welcome 
each and every one of you from near 
and far. 
 

Having started this project in March of 2007, we are honored to 
have your participation today as our dream becomes a reality 
with your presence. 
 
Today, we respect, appreciate, incorporate and celebrate our 
'oneness' as we open our minds, open our hearts, discover our 
similarities, embrace our diversities, cooperate, collaborate, 
engage and prepare to act together. 
 
Today, may each of us in our own way experience "The Power of 
One". 
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Vision  

Echad is a Hebrew word meaning ONE.  Thus, The Power 

of One. 

Echad Awakening is dedicated to inspiring an awakening 

within our community to a consciousness that We are 

ONE. 

Echad Awakening's vision is of a consciously connected 

and united community wherein each person's worth, 

dignity, and value are respected, appreciated, and 

incorporated. 

 

Mission  

Never Again! This is what we said following the Holocaust 

of WWII.  Never Again! Yet, over and over again genocide 

occurs... in Guatemala, in Sudan and Rwanda.  In Rwanda, 

800,000 Tutsis died while it was debated whether 

"genocide" was occurring. 

In fact, genocide and mass murder killed more people in 

the 20th Century than all the wars combined! 

What can we do?  How can we do it? Open our minds, 

open our hearts, find the similarities, embrace the 

diversities, care, collaborate, and act. 

Echad Awakening's mission is: 

To ignite and fan the flames of community consciousness, 

cooperation, collaboration, and engagement, one person 

at a time.  To embrace diversity, to honor uniqueness, to 

build on our similarities, and to enrich cultures.  



About the Author 
 

 
 

Immaculée Ilibagiza was born in Rwanda and studied 

electronic and mechanical engineering at the National 

University.  She lost most of her family during the 1994 

genocide.  Four years later, she emigrated to the United 

States and began working for the United Nations in New 

York City.  She has established the Ilibagiza Foundation to 

help others heal from the long-term effects of genocide 

and war.  Immaculée lives in Manhattan with her 

husband, Bryan Black, and their two children, Nikeisha 

and Bryan Jr.  She is the author , with Steve Erwin, of Left 

To Tell. 



Programme 
 

8:30 a.m.  "Culture and arts from the community" 

   Please feel free to visit our participating 

   non-profit partners to learn more about 

   their missions  and services to our  

   community.  Thank you. 

9:30  Welcome 

10:00  Immaculée Ilibagiza 

11:00  Conversation with Immaculée 

11:15  Facilitated Round Table Discussions 

12:00 p.m. Book Signing with Immaculée 

   Refreshments by Whole Foods 

12:30  Dramatization 

12:45  Sandi's Way 

1:00  Closing 

   Our non-profits will remain open for  

   your convenience. 



 



Sponsors 
The Advocate Educational Services; Albemarle; Athens 

Mortgage; BRDP - Baton Rouge Duplicating Products; The 

Day Group; The Dunham School; Hay House Publishers; 

Jerie Ford; The Jewish Federation of Greater Baton 

Rouge; The Josef Sternberg Memorial Fund; LSU College 

of Dramatic Arts/Swine Palace; LSU Office of Equity, 

Diversity, and Community Development; LSU Recreation; 

LSU School of Social Work; Oasis Christian Church; St. 

Aloysius Catholic Church; Sean & Jennifer Riley; Sharing 

Shores; Susan Leake Perry; The W Group; Whole Foods; 

and Wybirk & Associates Baton Rouge Business 

Development Center.                   . 

 

Partners 

The Advocate Educational Services; Avatar; Boys and Girls 

Club; The Center for Prevention/Intervention of Family 

Violence-CAFVIC; First United Methodist; Forum 35; The 

DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ tƻƭƛŎȅ; Greater Baton 

Rouge Food Bank; The Interfaith Federation; Jewish 

Federation of Greater Baton Rouge; LSU College of Music 

& Dramatic Arts/Swine Palace; LSU Office of Equity, 

Diversity, & Community Development; LSU Recreation; 

LSU School of Social Work; LSU Theatre; Planned 

Parenthood; Prevent Child Abuse Louisiana; The Red 

Shoes; St. Aloysius Catholic Church; St. James Episcopal 

Church; St. Joseph Spirituality Center; Shiloh Baptist 

Church; Volunteer! Baton Rouge; ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ 

Baton Rouge; and  YWCA. 
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Special Thanks 

Thank you for joining us in our Inaugural Event.  

It is our greatest hope that we have enriched 

your experience today, uplifted your spirit, and 

reaffirmed the power of presence each of us has 

to make a positive difference in our community 

of One Baton Rouge, our richly diverse State of 

Louisiana, our incredible United States of  

America and in our world.                              .                                              

We invite each of you to join with us to continue to ignite and expand an 

awakening, awareness, recognition, and acceptance of our inherent worth and 

dignity as individuals, our interconnectedness and interdependence as a 

community and the unique role we play in this rich tapestry of humanity.  Once 

ignited to open and expand, we are well served to evolve our consciousness 

and choose our actions wisely.   

We again express our heartfelt thanks to the following. 
 

Josef Sternberg Memorial Fund 

Jennifer & Sean Riley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        The Dunham School 


